
At a meeting of the Executive held in Council Chamber, Allerdale House on Wednesday 
15 February 2017 at 9.00 am

Members

Councillor Alan Smith (Chair) Councillor Mark Fryer (Vice-Chair)
Councillor Barbara Cannon Councillor Konrad Hansen
Councillor Michael Heaslip Councillor William Jefferson
Councillor Carni McCarron-Holmes Councillor Philip Tibble

Staff Present

H Carruthers, D Devine, I Frost, A Gilbert, C Hadfield, N Hardy, C Holmes, W Johnston, 
K Kerrigan, C Nicholson, A Seekings, S Sewell, S Stanhope, G Wilson and P Wood

360. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 11 January 2017 were signed as a correct 
record.

361. Declaration of Interest 

None declared.

362. Questions 

None received.

363. Members Announcements 

None received.

364. Quarterly Finance Report April to December 2016 

The subject of the decision:

The Head of Financial Services submitted a report which sought to inform 
Members of the Council’s financial performance against budget for the period 
April to December 2016 along with the forecast position to 31 March 2017.

Members noted the headline messages at the end of quarter 3 2016/17, being:

1. Net revenue expenditure on services excluding projects funded from 
Earmarked Reserves is forecast to exceed budget by £204k.

2. A projected favourable variance of £277k is currently forecast on revenue 
expenditure funded from earmarked reserves.

3. The gross projected underspend on the capital budget is £1,838k 
(favourable). After adjusting for budget carrying forwards of £1,833k, to 



reflect the re-profiling of expenditure across financial years, the projected 
outturn variance is £5k (favourable) (section 7).

4. The forecast revenue and capital outturn positions at the end of quarter 3 
will result in a combined reduction in the Authority’s general fund and 
earmarked general fund balances of £2,373k. This compares with an 
approved budgeted use of £2,889k (section 8).

5. Treasury management activities during the quarter were carried out in 
accordance with the Council’s treasury management and investment 
strategies and within the limits established by the approved treasury and 
prudential indicators for 2016/17 (sections 9 and 10). 

6. No new external borrowing had been undertaken during the financial 
year to date.

Alternative options considered:

None

The reason for the decision:

To inform Members of the Council’s financial performance against budget for 
the period April to December 2016 along with the forecast position to 31 March 
2017.

The decision:

Resolved:

That the report be noted.

365. Budget 2017-18 - Revenue and Capital 

The subject of the decision: 

The Head of Financial Services submitted a report which sought to present to 
Members the draft revenue and capital budget and the formal advice of the 
chief financial officer on the robustness of the estimates included in the budget 
and the adequacy of the reserves which supported the Council’s budgetary 
plans.

Consultations informing the 2017/18 budget process comprised a survey of 
residents undertaken during July and August 2016 and a budget consultation 
focusing on specific budget issues raised in the residents survey, held between 
16 December 2016 and 30 January 2017.

Members noted the Autumn Statement 2016, delivered on 23 November 2016 
confirming the government’s commitment to the departmental spending plans 
set out in the 2015 spending review.



Members also noted the provisional local government finance settlement for 
2017-18 which had been issued on 15 December 2016, setting out the 
distribution of centrally allocated resources for local authorities in England. The 
final settlement was expected to be issued in February 2017. The settlement 
outlined the provisional Settlement Funding Assessment (SFA) (comprising 
Revenue Support Grant and retained business rates income (baseline funding)) 
for local authorities and the impact on the core spending power of local 
authorities.

Members noted an amendment to the report on parish precepts on page 86. 
The Parish of Holme St Cuthbert was referenced twice in the list of precepts. 
The second reference was amended to Keswick at £219,051.31 for 2017-18.

Councillor B Cannon moved the recommendations contained in the report. This 
was seconded by Councillor A Smith. The recommendations were unanimously 
agreed.

Alternative options considered:

None

The reason for the decision:

The Council had a statutory requirement to approve a balanced budget.

The decision:

Recommended:

That Council be requested to agree that:

1. The total planned revenue expenditure is £14,936,330 including parish 
precepts of £1,913,535.

2. £14,501,532 is approved as the Council’s net Budget requirement for 
2017-18.

3. An increase in Council Tax of 1.9% is approved.

4. No changes are made to Council’s Council Tax Reduction discount 
scheme and that the current scheme remains in place for 2017-18.

5. The amount of central government funding in respect of council tax 
support funding included in the Councils Settlement Funding Assessment 
to be paid to Town and Parish Council is set at £41,332 (Appendix A).

6. The revenue estimates as approved are used in the calculation of the 
basic amount of tax under Section 31of the Local Government Finance 
Act 1992.

7. The minimum level of non-earmarked general fund balances is set at 
£2.7m and that no maximum level is set.



8. That the capital budget of £19,306,264 (comprising £9,401,147 in 2017-
18, £7,715,117 in 2018-19 and £2,190,000 in 2019-20) is approved.

9. That the proposed capital budget for 2017-18 is financed as follows:
 grants and contributions ….£7,426,147
 borrowing………………...…£1,975,000

366. Public Spaces Protection Order Consultation 

The subject of the decision:

The Head of Governance submitted a report which sought approval to draft, 
consult upon and publicise a gated Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) to 
the rear of Murray Road, Workington (as outlined on the plan at Appendix 1) in 
relation to antisocial behaviour, pursuant to powers contained in section 59 to 
65 of the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014.

Evidence had been received which suggested that there was ongoing anti-
social behaviour in the area in question and complaints from local businesses 
had led to the request for a PSPO. A summary of this evidence was appended 
to the report.

The proposal was to erect two gates (one near the Cumberland Building Society 
and one near Argos). The gates would be locked permanently. Keys would be 
distributed to businesses who require access and they would lock the gates 
after use.

Representations had been received from local businesses which would be 
affected by closing off access to the rear of Murray Road including Subway, 
Greggs, Taylor Rose Solicitors, Lloyds, Sole It Lock It, Argos, Carphone 
Warehouse, Cumberland Building Society and the Alzheimer’s Society. All were 
in favour of putting in place a long-term solution to the difficulties encountered 
by anti-social behaviour in the area in question.

Councillor P Tibble moved the recommendations contained in the report. This 
was seconded by Councillor M Fryer. The recommendations were unanimously 
agreed.

Alternative options considered:

1. To approve the initiation of public consultation on the creation of a Public 
Spaces Protection Order within St Michael’s Ward to incorporate the 
specific prohibitions in the specific area as outlined in the 
recommendation at 2.0 above.

2. Not to approve the initiation of public consultation on the creation of a 
Public Spaces Protection order within St Michael’s Ward to incorporate 
the specific prohibitions in the specific area as outlined in the 
recommendation at 2.0 above.



The reason for the decision:

To reduce Crime and Disorder in the area of Murray Road and Upton Street, 
Workington.

The decision:

Resolved:

That:

1. The initiation of a public consultation on the creation of a Public Spaces 
Protection Order within St Michael’s Ward to the rear of Murray Road, 
Workington as outlined on the plan at Appendix 1 be approved. This 
involves the gating of the alleyway to the rear of Murray Road, 
Workington

2. It is noted that following the period of consultation, comments will be 
reviewed and amendments considered before seeking ratification of the 
Order

367. Appointment of Representative to Cumbria Community Foundation West 
Cumbria Panel 

The subject of the decision:

The Head of Governance submitted a report which sought the Executive to 
appoint a Member to serve as the Council’s representative on the Cumbria 
Community Foundation West Cumbria Panel Outside Body following the 
resignation of Councillor Alan Smith from the Panel.

Councillor A Smith had nominated Councillor Joan Ellis to serve as the
Council’s representative on the Cumbria Community Foundation West Cumbria 
Panel until the next Outside Body appointments were due in July 2018.

Councillor B Cannon moved the recommendation contained within the report. 
This was seconded by Councillor K Hansen. The motion was unanimously 
agreed.

Alternative options considered:

Not to appoint a representative on to the Cumbria Community Foundation West 
Cumbria Panel

The reason for the decision:

To appoint a Member to serve as the Council’s representative on the Cumbria 
Community Foundation West Cumbria Panel Outside Body, which was a 
function of the Executive, following the resignation of Councillor Alan Smith from 
the Panel.



The decision:

Resolved:

That Councillor Joan Ellis be appointed to serve on the Cumbria Community
Foundation West Cumbria Panel, until July 2018

The meeting closed at 10.10 am


